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M E D I C A R E  P A R T  B  

R U L E S  

A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S

M E D I C A R E  P A R T  B  R U L E S  

A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S

• MAC General Phone and Email

• (517) 367-2225

• info@chiromi.com

• Carl Alden Email –
carl@chiromi.com

• Stephanie Davidson Email –
stephanie@chiromi.com
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M E D I C A R E  P A R T  B  R U L E S  

A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S

• I N T E R N E T - O N L Y  M A N U A L S  

( I O M S )

• https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-

Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Internet-

Only-Manuals-IOMs

• OR, at www.cms.gov, in search function 

type “Medicare Internet-Only Manual”

• The Chiropractic Section is Chapter 15, 

section 240.

M E D I C A R E  W I L L  O N L Y

C O V E R

• T H E  M A N U A L  
M A N I P U L A T I O N  O F  T H E  
S P I N E  F O R  T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  
C O R R E C T I N G  A  
S U B L U X A T I O N .

• N O  O T H E R  D I A G N O S T I C  O R  
T H E R A P E U T I C  S E R V I C E  
F U R N I S H E D  B Y  A  
C H I R O P R A C T O R  O R  U N D E R  
T H E  C H I R O P R A C T O R ’ S  
O R D E R  I S  C O V E R E D .  
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M E D I C A R E  C L A I M  

S U B M I S S I O N

• A  C H A R G E  M A Y  N O T  B E  I M P O S E D  

F O R  P R E P A R I N G  A N D  F I L I N G  T H E  

C L A I M .

• P H Y S I C I A N S  M A Y  N O T  G I V E  T H E  

C O M P L E T E D  C L A I M  F O R M  T O  

T H E  B E N E F I C I A R Y  T O  M A I L  T O  

W P S

• M E D I C A R E  T I M E L Y  F I L I N G  

L I M I T A T I O N S  M U S T  B E  

F O L L O W E D .

M E D I C A R E  P A Y A B L E  C P T  

C O D E S

• 9 8 9 4 0  ( C M T ) ;  S P I N A L ,  O N E  

O R  T W O  R E G I O N S

• 9 8 9 4 1  ( C M T ) ;  S P I N A L ,  T H R E E  

O R  F O U R  R E G I O N S

• 9 8 9 4 2  ( C M T ) ;  S P I N A L ,  F I V E  

R E G I O N S

• M U S T  U S E  “ A T ”  M O D I F I E R  F O R  

P A Y A B L E  C M T  C O D E S  T O  B E  

C O N S I D E R E D  “ M E D I C A L L Y  

N E C E S S A R Y
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I N D I C A T I O N S  A N D  

L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  

C O V E R A G E

… S I G N I F I C A N T  H E A L T H  P R O B L E M S …

… N E U R O M U S C U L O S K E L E T A L  

C O N D I T I O N  N E C E S S I T A T I N G  

T R E A T M E N T S …

… S E R V I C E S  R E N D E R E D  M U S T  H A V E  A  

D I R E C T  T H E R A P E U T I C  R E L A T I O N S H I P  

T O  T H E  P A T I E N T ’ S  C O N D I T I O N .   

R E A S O N A B L E  E X P E C T A T I O N  O F   

R E C O V E R Y O R  I M P R O V E M E N T O F  

F U N C T I O N  N E E D E D .

I N D I C A T I O N S  A N D  

L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  

C O V E R A G E

• S P I N A L  A X I S  A C H E S ,  S T R A I N S ,  

S P R A I N S ,  N E R V E  P A I N S  A N D  

F U N C T I O N A L  M E C H A N I C A L  

D I S A B I L I T I E S  O F  T H E  S P I N E  A R E  

C O N S I D E R E D  T O  B E  M E D I C A L L Y  

N E C E S S A R Y ,  T H E R A P E U T I C  

G R O U N D S  F O R  C M T .  

• T H E  L E V E L  O F  S P I N A L  

S U B L U X A T I O N  M U S T B E A R  A  

D I R E C T  C A U S A L  R E L A T I O N S H I P  

T O  T H E  P A T I E N T ’ S  S Y M P T O M S .
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I N D I C A T I O N S  A N D  

L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  

C O V E R A G E

• T H E  S Y M P T O M S  M U S T  B E  
D I R E C T L Y  R E L A T E D  T O  T H E  
L E V E L  O F  T H E  S U B L U X A T I O N  
T H A T  H A S  B E E N  D I A G N O S E D .

• T H E  S U B L U X A T I O N  M U S T  B E  
D E M O N S T R A T E D  B Y  X - R A Y  O R
P H Y S I C A L  E X A M  U S I N G  
P . A . R . T .  A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  
R E C O R D E D  I N  P A T I E N T  N O T E S .

• T H E  S T A T E M E N T  O R  
D I A G N O S I S  O F  “ P A I N ”  I S  N O T  
S U F F I C I E N T  T O  S U P P O R T  
M E D I C A L  N E C E S S I T Y  F O R  T H E  
T R E A T M E N T S .  

I N D I C A T I O N S  A N D  

L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  

C O V E R A G E

• T H E  P R O B L E M / C O M P L A I N T  A N D  
T H E  P R E C I S E  L E V E L  O F  T H E  
S U B L U X A T I O N  M U S T  B E  
S P E C I F I E D  A N D  C L E A R L Y  
D O C U M E N T E D  I N  T H E  C H A R T .   

• T H E  N E E D  F O R  A N  E X T E N S I V E ,  
P R O L O N G E D  C O U R S E  O F  
T R E A T M E N T  M U S T  B E  C L E A R L Y
D O C U M E N T E D  I N  T H E  M E D I C A L  
R E C O R D .
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I N D I C A T I O N S  A N D  

L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  

C O V E R A G E

• C O V E R A G E  …  D E N I E D  I F  T H E R E  I S  

N O T A  R E A S O N A B L E  E X P E C T A T I O N  

T H A T  T H E  T R E A T M E N T  W O U L D  

R E S U L T  I N  S I G N I F I C A N T  

I M P R O V E M E N T  O F  T H E  P A T I E N T ’ S  

C O N D I T I O N .

• M A I N T E N A N C E  T H E R A P Y  I S  N O T  

C O V E R E D .

• C O N T I N U E D  R E P E T I T I V E  T R E A T M E N T  

W I T H O U T  A N  A C H I E V A B L E  A N D  

C L E A R L Y  D E F I N E D  T R E A T M E N T  G O A L  

I S  C O N S I D E R E D  M A I N T E N A N C E

T H E R A P Y .

I N D I C A T I O N S  A N D  

L I M I T A T I O N S  O F  

C O V E R A G E

• M A I N T E N A N C E  T H E R A P Y  I N C L U D E S  

S E R V I C E S  T H A T  S E E K  T O  P R E V E N T  

D I S E A S E ,  P R O M O T E  H E A L T H  A N D  

P R O L O N G  A N D  E N H A N C E  T H E  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E ,  O R  M A I N T A I N  O R  

P R E V E N T  D E T E R I O R A T I O N  O F  A  

C H R O N I C  C O N D I T I O N .  W H E N  

F U R T H E R  C L I N I C A L  I M P R O V E M E N T  

C A N N O T  R E A S O N A B L Y  B E  E X P E C T E D  

F R O M  C O N T I N U O U S  O N G O I N G  C A R E ,  

A N D  T H E  C H I R O P R A C T I C  T R E A T M E N T  

B E C O M E S  S U P P O R T I V E  R A T H E R  T H A N  

C O R R E C T I V E  I N  N A T U R E ,  T H E  

T R E A T M E N T  I S  T H E N  C O N S I D E R E D  

M A I N T E N A N C E  T H E R A P Y .
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T H E  2  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  

C O N D I T I O N S  T H A T  

M E D I C A R E  C O V E R S

AC U T E

C H R O N I C

T H E  2  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  

C O N D I T I O N S  T H A T  

M E D I C A R E  C O V E R S
A C U T E :

• A  N E W  I N J U R Y  T H A T  I S  P R O P E R L Y

D O C U M E N T E D .

• X - R A Y  D A T E ,  D I A G N O S I S  A N D  

T R E A T M E N T  D A T E  A R E  R E A S O N A B L Y  

P R O X I M A T E .

• E X P E C T A T I O N  O F  I M P R O V E M E N T  I N ,  

A R R E S T  O F  P R O G R E S S I O N  O F  T H E  

C O N D I T I O N .

• S E R V I C E S  M O R E  F R E Q U E N T  T O  L E S S  

F R E Q U E N T .
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T H E  2  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  

C O N D I T I O N S  T H A T  

M E D I C A R E  C O V E R S
C H R O N I C :

• N O T  E X P E C T E D  T O  C O M P L E T E L Y  

R E S O L V E .

• E X P E C T E D  T O  R E S U L T  I N  S O M E  

F U N C T I O N A L  I M P R O V E M E N T .

• O N C E  F U N C T I O N A L  S T A T U S  H A S  

R E M A I N E D  S T A B L E  T R E A T M E N T  

B E C O M E S  M A I N T E N A N C E  

T H E R A P Y  A N D  I S  N O T  C O V E R E D .

C O N T R A I N D I C A T I O N S  T O  

T R E A T M E N T

• A  R E L A T I V E  C O N T R A I N D I C A T I O N  I S  

A  C O N D I T I O N  T H A T  A D D S  

S I G N I F I C A N T  R I S K  O F  I N J U R Y  T O  

T H E  P A T I E N T  F R O M  D Y N A M I C  

T H R U S T  B U T  D O E S  N O T  R U L E  O U T  

T H E  U S E  O F  D Y N A M I C  T H R U S T .

• T H E  D O C T O R  S H O U L D  D I S C U S S  

T H I S  R I S K  W I T H  T H E  P A T I E N T  A N D  

R E C O R D  T H I S  I N  T H E  C H A R T .
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D E M O N S T R A T I N G  A  

S U B L U X A T I O N

• X - R A Y  T H A T  I S  R E A S O N A B L Y  

P R O X I M A T E  T O  T R E A T M E N T  O R ,

• P H Y S I C A L  E X A M

D E M O N S T R A T I N G  A  

S U B L U X A T I O N

P H Y S I C A L  E X A M I N A T I O N  U S I N G  

P . A . R . T . :

• P  - P A I N / T E N D E R N E S S

• A  - A S Y M M E T R Y / M I S A L I G N M E N T

• R  - R A N G E  O F  M O T I O N                                              

A B N O R M A L I T Y

• T  - T I S S U E ,  T O N E  A B N O R M A L I T Y

17

18



9/23/2026

10

D E M O N S T R A T I N G  A  

S U B L U X A T I O N

T O  D E M O N S T R A T E  A  

S U B L U X A T I O N  T W O  O F  T H E  

F O U R “ P. A . R . T . ”  C R I T E R I A  A R E  

R E Q U I R E D ,  O N E O F  W H I C H  

M U S T  B E  A N  “ A ”  O R  A N  “ R ” .  

C O V E R E D  I C D - 1 0 - C M  

C O D E S

• P R I M A R Y  D I A G N O S I S  C O D E S

• S E C O N D A R Y  D I A G N O S I S  C O D E S

• Category 2

• Category 3

• Category 4
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C O V E R E D  I C D - 1 0 - C M  

C O D E S - P R I M A R Y

• M 9 9 . 0 0  O C C I P U T ,  A T L A S

• M 9 9 . 0 1  C E R V I C A L  R E G I O N

• M 9 9 . 0 2  T H O R A C I C  R E G I O N

• M 9 9 . 0 3  L U M B A R  R E G I O N

• M 9 9 . 0 4  S A C R A L  R E G I O N

• M 9 9 . 0 5  P E L V I C  R E G I O N

C O V E R E D  I C D - 1 0 - C M  

C O D E S - S E C O N D A R Y

• G R O U P  2 ,  D I A G N O S E S  T H A T  G E N E R A L L Y  

R E Q U I R E  S H O R T  T E R M  T R E A T M E N T .

• G R O U P  3 ,  D I A G N O S E S  T H A T  G E N E R A L L Y  

R E Q U I R E  M O D E R A T E  T E R M  T R E A T M E N T .

• G R O U P  4 ,  D I A G N O S E S  T H A T  M A Y  

R E Q U I R E  L O N G E R  T E R M  T R E A T M E N T .

• L I S T E D  I N  L O C A L  C O V E R A G E  L E T T E R  

F O R  C H I R O P R A C T I C  S E R V I C E S - A 5 6 2 7 3 .
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B I L L I N G :  C M S  1 5 0 0  F O R M

ABN Form Instructions

- Special Guidance for 
QMB beneficiaries

- Special Guidance for 
Non-PAR providers
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R E A S O N S  F O R  N O N -

C O V E R A G E  

• E X C L U D E D  S E R V I C E S

• N O N - C O V E R E D  I C D - 1 0 - C M  

C O D E ( S )

• C O D I N G  G U I D E L I N E S  

D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S

• I N I T I A L  V I S I T S

1. History

2. Present Illness

3. Physical Examination

4. Diagnosis

5. Treatment Plan

6. Initial Treatment Date
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D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S - I N I T I A L  

V I S I T

1 . H I S T O R Y :

• Symptoms causing patient to seek treatment

• Family history if relevant

• Past health history

• Mechanism of trauma

• Quality and character of symptoms/problem

• Onset, duration, intensity, frequency, location 
and radiation of symptoms

• Aggravating or relieving factors and

• Prior interventions, treatments, medications, 
secondary complaints.

D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S - I N I T I A L  

V I S I T

3. Evaluation of 

musculoskeletal/nervous system 

through physical examination.

27
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D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S - I N I T I A L  

V I S I T

4. Diagnosis: The primary diagnosis must
be subluxation, including the level 
of subluxation, either so stated or 
identified by a term or descriptive 
of subluxation.  Such terms may 
refer either to the condition of the 
spinal joint involved or to the 
direction of position assumed by 
the particular bone named.

D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S - I N I T I A L  

V I S I T

6 .  I N I T I A L  T R E A T M E N T  D A T E

5. Treatment plan, which should include:

• Recommended level of care 

(duration and frequency of visits)

• Specific treatment goals and

• Objective measures to evaluate 

treatment effectiveness.
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D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S -

S U B S E Q U E N T  V I S I T S

1 . H I S T O R Y  – I N C L U D E  R E V I E W  O F  
C H I E F  C O M P L A I N T ,  C H A N G E S  
S I N C E  L A S T  V I S I T  A N D  S Y S T E M  
R E V I E W  I F  R E L E V A N T .

2 . P H Y S I C A L  E X A M  – E X A M  O F  
A R E A  O F  S P I N E  I N V O L V E D  I N  
D I A G N O S I S ,  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  
C H A N G E  I N  P A T I E N T  C O N D I T I O N  
S I N C E  L A S T  V I S I T .

3 . D O C U M E N T A T I O N  O F  
T R E A T M E N T  G I V E N  O N  D A Y  O F  
V I S I T .  

D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S

• F A I L U R E  T O  D O C U M E N T  T H E  

M E D I C A L  N E C E S S I T Y  O F  T H E  

C H I R O P R A C T I C  M A N U A L  S P I N A L  

M A N I P U L A T I O N ( S )  M A Y  R E S U L T  

I N  D E N I A L  O F  C L A I M ( S ) .   

D O C U M E N T A T I O N  M U S T  B E  

L E G I B L E  A N D  M A D E  A V A I L A B L E  

T O  M E D I C A R E  U P O N  R E Q U E S T .   

F A I L U R E  T O  D O  S O  M A Y  R E S U L T  

I N  D E N I A L  O F  C L A I M S .

31
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A P P E A L S

A P P E A L S

Monetary Threshold to be MetTime Limit for Filing RequestLevel

None120 days from date of receipt of 
the notice of initial determination

1. Redetermination

None180 days from the date of receipt 
of the redetermination*

2. Reconsideration

2026 = $20060 days from the date of receipt 
of the reconsideration

3. Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) 
Hearing

None60 days from the date of receipt 
of the ALJ hearing decision

4. Departmental Appeals Board 
(DAB) Review/Appeals Council

2026 = $1,96060 days from date of receipt of 
the Appeals Council decision

5. Federal Court Review

33
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MEDICARE

LEARNING

NETWORK

E X C L U S I O N S

A N Y O N E  W H O  H I R E S  A N  I N D I V I D U A L  O R  

E N T I T Y  O N  T H E  L I S T  O F  E X C L U D E D  

I N D I V I D U A L S / E N T I T I E S  ( L E I E )  M A Y  B E  

S U B J E C T  T O  C I V I L  M O N E T A R Y  P E N A L T I E S  

( C M P ) .  T O  A V O I D  C M P  L I A B I L I T Y ,  

H E A L T H  C A R E  E N T I T I E S  S H O U L D  

R O U T I N E L Y  C H E C K  T H E  L I S T  T O  E N S U R E  

T H A T  N E W  H I R E S  A N D  C U R R E N T  

E M P L O Y E E S  A R E  N O T  O N I T .

H T T P S : / / E X C L U S I O N S . O I G . H H S . G O V /

F O R  S E A R C H A B L E  D A T A B A S E .
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M I C H I G A N  

M E D I C A I D

M E D I C A I D

• A  S T A T E  – F E D E R A L  P A R T N E R S H I P

• M E D I C A I D  P R O V I D E R  M A N U A L

• M E D I C A I D  I S  N E V E R  P R I M A R Y

• A  D C  M U S T  D I A G N O S E  A  

S U B L U X A T I O N  B Y  X - R A Y ( 1  P E R  

C A L E N D A R  Y E A R )  

• M U L T I P L E  X - R A Y  C O D E S  M U S T  B E  

B U N D L E D  - C P T C O D E  7 2 0 8 2

• 1 8  V I S I T S  P E R  Y E A R

• F O L L O W  M E D I C A R E  C O D I N G  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S
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M E D I C A I D

• 18 visits per Year

• Follow Medicare coding requirements

• DCs can choose to not treat, or to limit, 

Medicaid patients

• Dual Enrollees (Oh no!)

R E S O U R C E S

• Medicare Documentation Checklist & Guidelines for Chiropractic Doctor

• Medicare Revalidation List

• Medicare Coverage for Treating Relatives

• Beneficiaries Dually Eligible for Medicare & Medicaid
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